Alinex

MINUTES OF THE GEMERAL ASSEMBLY [N AUGUST 27, 1987 AT 17.15, WIRTECHAFTSUNIVEREITAT -
AUDITORIUM MAMIMUM, AUGABRE 2-4, A~10500 WIEN

TOF 1, Welcome by the Fresident

R. Bitler opens the General fssembly and welcomes the participanis.
He extends the thanks of the Executive Committee to W.R. Mayr, the Congress President, and
to all persons who have contributed to the success of the Congress.

TOP 2, To Commemorate the Dead

The death of the following members has been brought to the attention of the Executive
Committee since the last General Aszembly:

Frof. Dr. Herbert Elbel, Bonn, Wesi Germany

Prof. Dr. Srecke Koren, Maribor, Yugoslavia

Br. Marc Metaxas, Zirich, Switzerland

Prof. Dr. Lawrens Nijenhuis, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Prof. Dr. Heinz Schweitzer, Disseldord; West Germany
br. Harry Buchalla, Stuitgart, West Germany

The Precident asked the Aszembly to stand to commemorate.

TOP 3, Adoption of the Protocol of the Beneral Assembly in Copenhagen, August B, 1985

The Exerutive Committes has not received any comments regarding the minutes of the last
General Assembly. Since nohody asks for discussion, the above-mentioned protocel is
adopted,

TOF 4, Report of the Executive Committee and of the Auditors of the Account

4.1, Report of the President

R. Bitler reporis that the Executive Committee has handled ifs business since the last
Congress in not more than 4 sessions. It is only due io the excellent collaboration and
the epirit of teamwork which are prevailing in the Executive Commities, that it was
possible to achieve this work in such a Yow number of meetings, thus allowing financial
BLONCENY «

The preparations for the forthcoming Congress was - as usual - the main topic of the
discussions of the Executive Committee. Due to the fact that the Congress President iz a
member of the Foard, many procedures could be significantly simplified and a Targe amount
of money was saved,

K. Bitler thanks B. Brinkmann and K. Henningsen who publiched the procesdings of the
Conference in 1985 in a first volume of a series entitled "Advances in Forensic
Haemogenetics" and which will be continued. The publication of the proceedings of the
Congresses will facititate the citation of the papers presented at the meetings and help
to spread the scientific work of the members of the Society.

The Executive Committee has aleo dealt with the problem of DNG genetics and some
difficulties aricing to the fact that probes are not available to all gualified and
interested scientists; from these discussions resulted & proposal for a resolution and for
the foundation of & DNA commission fsee TOF £).

Concerning the reference activities of some laboratories, R. Bitler remembers that the
Executive Committes establiched zome time ago 2 list of members who had offered their



cellaboration for resnlvipg problem cases in defined haemogenelic systems. The information
concerning these poscibilities chould be zgain forwarded to all members of the Society.
Twe members of the Society have submitied a report on their work for the scientific prize
of the Society. The Executive Copmitiee has decided to award the prize to Frof. Dr.
Wolfgang Dahr, Heidelberg, West Bermany, for his paper "lmmuncchemisiry of
Eialoglycoproteins in Human Red Blood Cell Membranes”.

Finally, R. Bitler declares that he will retire next year due fo the fact that he reached
the age limit. For this reason, he aleo will leave the poeition of Fresident of the
Society to a younger colleague, but will continue to zerve the Society as Vice-President.

4.2, Report of the Secretary

W. Mayr reporis that the toial number of members is presently 528 coming from 32 nations
(compared with 513 members from 34 nations in August 1983,

The number of German spealing members remzined siationary.

In any case, more publicity is reguired to increase the number of members.

# new Register of Members is being prepared and will be sent ocut early in 19BE.

4.3. Report of the Trasurer
E. Brinkmann gives the following report:

1. Deveiopment of the financial situation since 1983,

In Copenhagen, the tetal belance was 15E.750,- DM (ihic included %.000,- DM for the
scientific award). Since Copenhagen, an additional income of 51.480,- DM was received
(mainly from memberchip fees, bank intereste and 7.250,- DM profit from the Conference in
Copenhanen). Additionally, we had a backfiow of 30.000,- DM which we had lend for the
Copenhagen Congress. The outooings amounted to 45.840,- DM, mainly due to the printing and
mailing of the Proceedings (27.800,- DM as well as to expenses of the Board (18.000,-
DMy. Ancther B.000,~ DM were put onic the fund for the scientific award. Due to these
movements, the Society has now a tolal balance of 1BB.530,- DM {including 13.300,- DM for
the fund of the award).

2. Development of the financial situation in the Tast B yearc {when B. Brinkmans tock cver
the position of Treasurer).

Early in 1980, the Society had & balance of S4.441,- DM this balance has been more than
tripled. Considering the fact that the membership and congress fees of the Bociety are
among the Towest ones of all internaticnal societies, this pesult ic really impressive.
Due to the good financial situation of the Society, there is no need for an increase of

the membership fees.

4.4, Report of the Representative of all Working Parties

P. Lincaln gives & short summary of the activities of the Working Parties and mentions
that & German spealing WorKing Parly has been establizhed {see TOP 43,

4.5. Report of the Auditors of the Account

P, Kihnl sfates that he checked the account together with S, Weidinger. The account was

found to be in order and handled in a perfect way. Therefore, the Treasurer is relieved by
the General Aszembly.

4,6, Relief of the Evxecutive Commities

On a motion proposed by H.H. Hoppe, the Executive Committee is relieved of ifs duties by
the General fAcssembly.



TOP 5, Alterations of the Statules of the Society

Twe proposal by the Execulive Commitiee have been cent oot in time: change of the name of
the Society and addition of a new paragraph in 57.

1. Change of the name of the Scciely into "International Bociety for Forencic
Haemogenetics ISFH" {"Internationale Gesellschaft fir Forensische Himogenetik®) e.V.
After a discussion, the vole produces the following resuits

in favours 48

againsis iz

abstentions: B,

fz 374 of the total number of voles amount to 84,75, the proposal is accepied with a
majority of three quarters of the members presenti.

2. Mew paragraph in &7

87 £0) Upon the decision of the executive committes or upon the request of at least 100
grdinary members or upon the decision of 2/3 of the members present al the general
sssembly 2 vote concerning business affairs my be carried out by Tetter,

The vote on the sddition of this paragraph gives the following resuli:

in favour: &%

against: 15

abstentions: 3.

fiz 379 of the total number of voles amount to 64,75, the proposal is accepted with 3
majority of three guariers of the members present.

TR &, Validation of the German Speaking Working Party.

This Working Party, which has been established on October 17, 1986 in Mainz {Prosident:
H.H. Hoppe, Hamburg; Secretary: D. Kasulde, Baden-Baden; Treasurer: W. Martin, Berlind, is
validated by the Beneral Assembly with 87 voles in favour, one sgainst and one abstention.

TaF 7, Honorary Memberchip

The Precident delivers documents to the new Homorary Membere, M. Pereira and F.
Schwarzfischer, who have been elected at the tast General Assembly in Copenhagen.

He then proposed on behald of the Executive Committee, that C.P.Engelfriet and K.
Henningsen be elecied as Honorary Members. Both outstanding scientists are elected with
acclamation.

TOF &, Resclution on DNA Polymorphisms

The recolution elaborated by the Executive Committee which mainly poinis fo the problems
which can arise due to the insufficient Enowledge of the formal genetics of the banding
patterns cheerved and due tc the fact that not all probes are available to a1} interssied
and qualified scientists is discussed in detail.

&n informal vote shows that the resolution is acceptable in principle; it should, however,
be rewritten to accomodate the observations made by the General Assembly.

TOF %, Elections of Members of the Executive Committee
This buisiness is performed by an election committee consisting of H.H. Hoppe (Chairmand,
&, Kriiger and K. Pischel.



F.1. Election of the Fresident

fie R, Bitler decided to resign, the Executive Commitiee proposes B. BrinMmann, the present
Treasurer, as President.

Mo alterpative candidate iz put forward by the General Asszembly.

Result of the vote: for B. Brinkmann 74

against 3
abstentions &
unid 2
total ballot papers disiributed 95

B, Brinkmann is elecied new Fresident.

2.2, Election of the Trasurer
The Executive Committee proposes F. Lincolngy W. Martin s pui forward by the General
Assembly as an alternative.

Result of the vote: Lincoln &%
Martin i%
abetentions a
total baliot papers disiributed 21

P. Lincoln ic elected new Treasurer.

2.3. Election of the Representative of all Working Parties
The Executuve Committee proposes U, Ressiy W, Martin is put forward by the General
Assembly as an alternative.

Result of the vote: Rosed A%
Martin 18
ahetentions Z
total ballot papers distributed g9

U, Rosei is elected new Representative of all Working Farties
2.4, Election of Twe Auditors of the Account

F. Kibnl and %. Weidinger are elected with acclamation, D. Kasulke and W. Bar are elected
a5 subsitutes also with acciamation.

TOF 18, Place and President of the next Internationz) Congress in 19EF
The only offer to organize the next International Congress of the Society was made by H.

Polesky (October 1B - 20, 198% in Mew Orleans). This offer was accepied with no objections
from the members present.

TGF i1, Miscellansous

Mobody asks for any discussion under this topic.

’
z

—

The Fresident thanks 211 participaniz and closes the Gemerzl Ascemb



Annex

ETATEMENT OF THE BOCIETY FOR FOREMGIC HAEMOGENETICE M DNA-POLYMORPHIZME

& - RESOLUTION

1. The Zociety for Forensic Haemogeneiice has atientively followed the Vatest developments
in the field of DNA-analysic using molecular biological methods. The RFLPs {Restriction
Fragment Length Polwmorphismed have potential use in forensic medicine for the analysis of
genetically determined variation and to contribute to the extension of the possibilities
of traditional examinations. These new molecular-biclogical methods will he useful in the
identification of stain material in criminal cases and also for further examinations in
contested parentage cases, in which no satisfactory conclusion can be reached by existing
methods.

Z. For decades it has been a basic principle that newly discovered polymorphisme must hbe
gxtensively examined by the scientific community before they can be used in forensic
problems. These analyces include, amongs! oihers, the basic genetics of the polymorphicms
and the reproducibility of the methods. Only after these evaluations can such new sysiems
be applied in forensic casework. Furthermore, it must be emphasized thalt the possibility
of & second opinion is a fundamental principle of forensic science. It must therefore be
guaranteed that every system can be checKed by an independent =zecond expert for an
ppinion.

For these reasons it is aheclutely neceessary that a1l methode and reagents are available
to the scientific community without restriction. If these requirements are not fulfilled,
the vse of such systems is unacceptabie.

The Society therefore expects that the experis and companies who have, honourably,
developed these fesis and DMA-probes, fulfil} the above mentioned conditions and make
these reagents available. .

Z. The Society is of the cpinion that at present the use of DMA-polymorphicsme alone in
parentage cases is premature. The continuing use of estaklished hlood group polymorphisms
should at the present time be vsed to condirm the reliability of the results chitained with
the new methodology.

4, The Society attaches great importance to the establishment of definite conditions in
the field of DNA-testing. These include:

a) definition of DNA-probe (mapping, stability, purityd,

by definition of the basic genetics of the ODN&-probe {extensive family studiesl,

¢} implementation of parallel-studies fwhen possibled,

d) investigations of the mutation rate for each allels.

The Society welcomes every initiative fo national and international cooperation which can
Tead o guality contral.

B - DMA-COMMIBSION

Becaucze of the precent discussion over the wse of DNA-polymorphisme in forensic
haemogenstics the Society for Forensic Haemogenetice has resoived to form a commission on
thie subject. The commission has among other thinge the following functions:

a) to cotlect and distribute information,

by toosupply practical Knowledoe {e.g. workshopsd,

£y to compile standards for the forensic application.

The Commission will consist of egual parte of members of the board and specially selected
gxperts and will be convened by the board.



