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Welcome

In this edition of our ISFG newsletter, we provide reports about the first ISFG summer school in Catanzaro, as well as other meetings organized by the ISFG working parties. We provide information about the next ISFG Congress in Prague, as well as new short-term fellowships for collaborative research & travel. Furthermore, we announce two anniversaries relevant for our scientific society.
1st ISFG Summer School in Italy 2018
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The first ISFG Summer School was successfully held on September 3-4, 2019, in Catanzaro, a city in Calabria, Italy. The event was organized by our colleagues Dr. Ciro di Nunzio (Catanzaro) and Dr. Anna Barbaro (Reggio). The ISFG Executive Board has supported the Summer School with recruiting the teachers offering the courses and by funding their travel. More than 60 participants from all over Europe took part in five different half-day, full day and two-day courses.
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From left to right: Ciro de Nunzio, Anna Barbaro, 
Peter M. Schneider, Pietrantonio Ricci
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Thore Egeland and Daniel Kling (Oslo) preparing 
their course on paternity and kinship testing

28th ISFG Congress 2019 in Prague
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Preparations are on their way for the 28th ISFG Congress taking place September 9-14, 2019 in the Czech Republic at the Prague Congress Centre. Please register for updates at the congress website www.isfg2019.org. Please note the following deadlines for abstract submission and registration:
Abstract Submission Open:
5 December 2018
Abstract Submission Deadline: 
1 April 2019
Notification of Acceptance: 
15 May 2019
Registration open:          
5 December 2018
Early Registration Deadline: 
3 June 2019
Author’s Registration Deadline: 10 June 2019
Regular Registration Deadline: 
14 August 2019
Programme announced online:
15 July 2019
Travel Bursaries for ISFG 2019 in Prague
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After a resounding success last year in Seoul, the ISFG is renewing its travel bursary program. We are offering up to 10 travel bursaries for young scientists below the age of 35 years, who have submitted an abstract, to attend the next International ISFG Congress, 2019 in Prague. Each bursary includes an amount of EUR 1,000 as well as free registration for the ISFG Congress (to be paid to the Congress Organizer by the ISFG). Please note that, if we receive more than 10 applications, we will prioritize junior scientists, e.g. PhD students. 

So what are the steps towards becoming a travel bursary recipient? Make sure your ISFG membership is up to date, prepare an abstract for submission by April 1, 2019, and submit a bursary application also by the April 1, 2019 deadline. All details on the application procedure can be found in the enclosed updated Terms of Reference for Congress Travel Bursaries (see ISFG homepage). 

Update on ISFG Short-Term Fellowship Awards 

The Executive Board of the ISFG has decided to announce two new rounds of short-term travel fellowships in 2019 to support transnational exchange visits between collaborating research groups for scientists working on specific forensic genetics projects. Each fellowship provides financial support for travel and accommodation of up to 1000 euros for visits within the same continent and up to 2000 euros for visits across continents. Up to ten scientists will be funded in each round.

Upon receipt, the ISFG Fellowship Review Board composed of the chairpersons of the ISFG Working Parties, chaired by the Representative of the Working Parties in the ISFG Executive Board, will review all applications.

Awardees for the third submission period (September 1 to October 15, 2018) are Jeppe Dyrberg Andersen (University of Copenhagen, Denmark), Jorge Marcelo de Freitas (Brazilian Federal Police Department), Nadia Pinto (IPATIMUP, Portugal), Olivia Strunge Meyer (Uni​versity of Copenhagen, Denmark), Germán Burgos Figueroa (Universidad de Las Américas, Quito, Ecuador), and Gabriella Mason-Buck (King’s College London, UK). 
The next two submission periods will run from March 1 to April 15, 2019, and September 1 to October 15, 2019. Information on applying for these short-term fellowships are available at:

https://www.isfg.org/files/ISFG_Fellowship_Terms_Sept2017.pdf. 
Please note that previous fellowship recipients of a grant are not eligible for another fellowship. Send your application by e-mail to fellowships@isfg.org. 

ISFG Working Group News 
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The annual meeting of the Spanish and Portuguese Speaking Working Group (GHEP-ISFG) took place in Araraquara (São Paulo, Brazil) from September 10 to 14, 2018. As usual, the central topic of the meeting was the presentation and discussion of the results of the GHEP-ISFG Intercomparison Exercise, which in the present edition involved nearly 130 laboratories. In addition, three workshops were carried out: 

· Genetic Profiles Network for Criminal Purposes: Experience in Iberoamérica. Use and interpretation in the legal system (Coord.: Regina Barretto Cicarelli; Invited speakers: Margarita Guillen (Spain), Gustavo Martinéz (Argentina), Aline Costa Minervino, Ronaldo Carneiro da Silva Junior (Brazil), José Andradas Heranz (Spain), João Costa Neto (Brazil), Caio Patrício de Almeida (Brazil).

· Efficient Validation with STR-Validator (Coord. /Presenter: Oskar Hansson; Collab.: Leonor Gusmão).

· Massive Parallel Sequencing, EMPOP, STRidER (Coord./Presenter: Walther Parson; Collab.: Leonor Gusmão).

The GHEP-ISFG Executive Board greatly thanks all the participants, workshop presenters, and the local Organizing Committee chaired by Prof. Dr. Regina Barretto Cicarelli (Universidade Estadual do São Paulo) for working so hard in the organization. 

During the last General Assembly, the members of the GHEP-ISFG Executive Board were unanimously re-elected for the period 2018-2020 (President: Ulises Toscanini, Argentina; Vice President: Lourdes Prieto, Spain; Treasurer: Cintia Alves, Portugal; Secretary: Héctor Rangel Villalobos, Mexico). 
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Currently, there are several active working com​missions. Please see our web site https://ghep-isfg.org/en/ for further information.

As part of our training activities, the GHEP-ISFG supported the following workshops that were held in the city of Porto (Portugal) from October 25 to 26, 2018:

· Disaster Victim Identification – Applications and Statistics (Coord./Presenters: Thomas Parsons, Azra Aljic, Thore Egeland and Nadia Pinto).

· Non-human Forensic Genetics (Coord./Pre​senters: Fernándo González-Candelas, Miguel Arenas, Filipe Pereira).

· RNA profiling in Casework (Coord./Presen​ters: Titjia Sijen, Iva Gomes).

With the participation of more than 35 attendees, these workshops were an actual success, contributing to keep continuing education as one of the most important goals of the GHEP-ISFG. The Executive Board would like to thank Antonio Amorim and his collaborators, Cintia Alves, Iva Gomes, Maria João Prata and Nádia Pinto, for making this meeting possible and the coordinators of each workshop for the excellent job.

The next GHEP-ISFG meeting will be held in Prague in conjunction with ISFG World Congress on September 9 (Monday) and 10 (Tuesday), 2019. Jorge Puente Prieto (Spain) is chairing the Local Organizing Committee. The General Assembly voted also on the venue for the GHEP-ISFG 2020 meeting and Cartagena de Indias (Colombia) was elected to host it.
[image: image11.wmf]The 2018 meeting of the English Speaking Working Group was held between 12 – 16 September 2018 in Saint Petersburg, Russia http://www.eswg2018.org. The meeting was organized by Dr. Andrei Semikhodskii and colleagues, and more than 80 participants from 25 different countries attended the meeting. The first days were devoted to six educational workshops of various forensic genetic topics and the following days' scientific presentations covered topics such as STR sequence variation, use of massively parallel sequencing for kinship analysis, report from the relationship testing workshop and assessments of results from forensic genetic investigations. 
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The organizers would like to thank all participants for their contributions to this successful meeting with fruitful discussions in a friendly environment. 
Since its official appointment on November 24th 2017, the Polish Speaking Working Group has had a very active time. The group organized three teams dedicated to the relevant issues in forensic genetics. 

The Team for Standards and Assessment in Forensic Genetics led by Renata Jacewicz met on 15th February 2018 in Lodz and after several presentations followed by open discussions, participants decided to work out several recom​mendations for Polish DNA experts concerning particular forensic genetics topics. Two papers with recommendations regarding the handling of biological evidence and analysis of mitochondrial DNA are most advanced and shall soon be published in the journal Archives of Legal Medicine and Criminology. The leaders together with the team members have done a titanic work on propagating and implementing good standards in Polish forensic genetics laboratories. 

The group members met for a second time during the 2nd Polish Symposium of Genetic Identification that took place in Luboradza on April 24-27, 2018. The symposium was organized by Andrzej Ossowski and colleagues from the Pomeranian Medical University in Szczecin and was dedicated to the identification of victims of mass disasters. Participants discussed the potential usefulness of forensic DNA phenotyping, DNA methylation analysis and MPS technology. During the practical workshop, attendees got acquainted with the use of GPR technology and drones in searching for bodies and burials as well as with description of human remains at a site of mass disaster.

Attached to the symposium was the first meeting of the Team for Quality Assurance in Forensic Genetics. The team led by Tomasz Kupiec has developed plans to conduct an inter-laboratory comparison on DNA mixture interpretation. Discussed was also the new edition of the ISO IEC 17025: 2017 standard and the transition processes to the new version within 3 years from the publication date. The team will meet next year to discuss the current situation in accreditation of the Polish forensic laboratories and the plans for updating DAB-10 document describing specific accreditation requirements for forensic DNA testing laboratories. 
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The Team for Predictive DNA Analysis in Forensic Genetics led by Magdalena Spólnicka met in Gdynia during the conference “Next Generation Forensic Biology Laboratory” organized on 6-8 June 2018 by the Central Forensic Laboratory of the Police. The keynote speaker of the conference, the ISFG President Walther Parson opened up the associated meeting of the Polish Speaking Working Group. DNA experts discussed the most important aspects of the quickly developing field of Forensic DNA Phenotyping focusing on interpretation and reporting results. The invited lawyers, professor Tadeusz Toma​szewski, professor Piotr Girdwoyn, Beata Szadura and Katarzyna Figaszewska summarized the legal framework of using FDP in Poland and Europe. 

In preparation is a Polish translation of the very popular guide “Making Sense of Forensic Genetics” that has been issued 2017 by the charity Sense about Science and EUROFORGEN-NoE. 

In summary, the current activities of the Polish Speaking Working Group fit well with the group's goals of promoting standards, quality assurance and sharing best practices as well as more effective collaboration of forensic DNA labora​tories in Poland. The group is active and looking forward to meeting in Prague during the 28th ISFG Congress. The plans for two national 2019 meetings in Lublin and Krakow are also advanced.
[image: image12.wmf]The Italian Speaking Working Group (Ge.F.I) has held its 17th annual congress on 5th - 7th September 2018 in the Italian city of Catanzaro. It was perfectly organized by Ciro di Nunzio (Catanzaro) and Anna Barbaro (Reggio). Invited speakers at the congress were, among others, Bruce Budowle, Angel Carracedo, Peter Schneider, Chris Phillips and David Gangitano. The General Assembly approved new Italian recommendations for paternity testing and investigations for personal identification. The recommendations are available at http://www.gefi-isfg.org/.

The French Speaking Working Group has met in Chania, Greece in June 2018 (see above). This group includes 19 laboratories from seven countries, which actively participate to the French Speaking WG. The group meets every year and the best presentation of the meeting is chosen by the participants. This year, Mr. Amaury Puissau from IRCGN, France, won the prize for its presentation entitled: “Reconstitution du visage d'un poilu décédé à la bataille de Verdun”.
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In 2018, the following colleagues were elected as new Board of Directors for a period of two years:
- Vincent CASTELLA, Switzerland
- Alain CHEYROU, France
- Anne DEBAST, Luxembourg
- Moïse MENEVRET, France (Treasurer)
- Marie-Gaëlle LE PAJOLEC, France (Secretary)
- Diane SÉGUIN, Canada (President)

The next meeting will be held in Brussels, Belgium, June 4 - 7, 2019. If you are interested to partici​pate, please contact the Secretary, Mrs. Marie-Gaëlle LE PAJOLEC (mglepajolec@igna.fr). 
50th Anniversary of the ISFG (1968 – 2018)
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of the ISFG. It was introduced as a small German Society for Forensic Haemogenetics. The Executive Board plans to publish a commemo​rative booklet about the history of our society with recollections from ISFG members about their memories of previous congresses as well as other important events, pictures, and other references.
If you happen to have old congress photos from the non-digital era, which you are happy to share with us, or have any other memorable souvenirs or memories, please send these to Mecki Prinz or Peter Schneider.

30th Anniversary of the EDNAP Group
The European DNA Profiling Group had its first meeting 30 years ago in October 1988 in Sunbury, UK. The name “EDNAP” was invented at the second meeting in February 1989 in Münster, Germany. The group is typically meeting two times annually all over Europe.
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The 55th EDNAP Group meeting celebrating this anniversary took place on October 30, 2018 in the Tyrolian Mountains near Innsbruck. Peter Schneider and Peter Gill, who are currently the only active EDNAP members having participated at least in the second meeting in 1989, gave presentations about the “old days” and the decisions taken about organizing the first collaborative exercises as well as the discussions leading to the adoption of STR markers in forensic casework. You find more about all previous EDNAP meetings on the EDNAP homepage.


Old ISFH Proceedings online
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 The first series of ISFH proceedings Advances in Forensic Haemogenetics Vols. 1 – 6, covering the international congresses in the years 1985-1995, have now been made available online for ISFG members. Please visit the ISFG homepage and sign in as a member to get the tables of contents for all six volumes!
ISFG Executive Board: W. Parson, M. Prinz, 
L. Gusmão, J.M. Butler, P.M. Schneider
President: Walther Parson, Innsbruck · Vice President: Mechthild Prinz, New York · Secretary: Peter M. Schneider, Cologne ·
Treasurer: Leonor Gusmão, Rio de Janeiro · Representative of the Working Parties: John Butler, Gaithersburg
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